An Anſwer 


TO THE 


&) 


CITY MINISTERS LETTER 
FROM HIS __ 


COUNTRY FRIEND. 


SER | 
T is not for me now to acknowledge my 

private Debt to you for the favour of 

your Letter, fince the publick is as much 

concern'd in it as 1: and if I may judpe 
of all by the compaſs of my Neighbourhood 
and Acquaintance, I may aſſure you, they are 
not 1nfenſfible of your Obligation, though 
they are ignorant of the Author. 

he Country-as far as my —_ rea- 

ches, has ' followed the Example of the City, 
and refuſed to read the Declaration of Indul- 
gence according to a certain Order faid to be 
the Kings, which: we in the Country can 

ſcarce believe to be His, For jt has neither 

been Hgnified to the Ordinaries according to 
the uſual manner; nor-comld thoſe that diſper+ 
ſed it give any ecount - whehee it came to 
them, I have heard indeed -that an 'AR of 
Council concerning -it has been publiſhed in 
the Gazerre, which I never ſaw, and if 1 had, 


I ſhould ſcarce have thought Authentick : for : 
I always took that Paper as for its Authority, 
to have been all ofa piece, and that we were no 
more bound to take notice of any Order pub- 
liſhed there under any penalty,then we are to 


believe all the News from Poland or Conſtar- - 


rinople. Nay though this Order had come to 
us in due form, yet had we had preat reaſon . 
to ſuſpect ſomething of ſurreption and ſurprize 
upon his Majeſty in this matter, and that it 


could not proceed from his Majeſtys free and 


full conſent ; for we cannot yet forget his re- 


-peated profeſſions ' of %indneſs to us, and 


of ſatisfa@tion- in our Principles and Duty : 
and having done nothing fince which might 
fortert his good Opinion;: we are unwilling 


to beheve that it 8 His Majefties own. mind 
-and pleaſure to load-us with ſuch an Orcer, as - 
' we Cannot execute with any congiuty, ſafety - 


or good conſcience, For 


A I.: As « 


TT. As to his Majeſtics Declaration, - We of 
all his Majctlies Su jcts are the leaſt concern'd 
in it ; ard with ali duty be ir ſpoken, we 
cannot ſee, that our legal Eſtabhſhment te- 
ceives any Addition by this Declaration. For 
there are yet, thanks-be to God, no Penal 
Laws to which our Congregations are obnox1- 
ous, and therefore we do not (tand in need 
of any Toſeration : Yet it 1s upon us cnely, 


that the Reading of it is unpoled, * An Act_ 
which cannot well 'be conſtrued otherwiſe 


thin as a folliciting and tempting our own 
people to forſake our Communion. If this 
Declaration muſt needs be read in any Religt- 
oas Aſſn. blies, in reaſon ſurely 1t ſhould be 
1n thoſe, that wholely ow their ſubſiſtence to 
ir. Ir would better have become the Koman 
rhan the Proreſ?..ue Chappels. But in the &o- 
m.in Chuarch Indulgence hath another ſigniti- 
cation ; an1 belonys to thoſe only that tre- 
quent their Churches, but not to ſuch as leave 
them : for with them this is the only fin that is 
not capable of Indulgence. But the Prielis 
defire to be excus'd, leſt while they proclaim 
Toleiation to others they bring an Interdict 
upon themſelves. Or why I pray, was not 
Father Pen Oidered to publiſh it in his Mect- 
ings > Or the worthy Mr. Lob, the reputed 
Father of this Project ; why had not he the 
Lenefit of his own Invention, and a Patent 
for being the ſole Publiſher of 1t within his 
o:7n Pound > Or why was not my Lord Mayors 
p:ivate and elect Congregation thought wor- 
thy of ſo great agrace ? Surely 1t 1s not to 
draw upon us the envy of the Diffenters, that 
the honour of publiſh.ng this Declaration 35 
1mpos'd upon us alone, when 1t belongs to all 
other Communions in the Kingdom except 
our own : and if we refuſe it, £528 It will 
be impured to our Modeſty, for we are not am- 
bitious of being 1mpertinent or bute-bodies 1n 
Other mens matters. 

A certain perſon much greater than he de- 
ſeryes, but perhaps not ſo high, is ſaid to have 
uſed the Words of Rabſh:keb upon this occa- 
fion, That the Church of England Clergy ſhould 


Eat their own Dung. Ia. 36.12, This fer. 
tence might better have become a Meſſenger 
of the King of Afhri.:, than a erended 
Counſellor of our own Prince, though ſome 
make a queſtion to which King he belongs : 
but God be thanked, we are not yet fo ſtraitly 
beſ;eg'd as to be 1educ'd to that extremity, 
and though by the permitſion of God, We 
ſhould be reduc'd to ſo miſerable a condi- 
tion, We ſhould I hope, by the grace of God 
be content to endure that and worle extremi- 
ties if poſſible, rather than Betray or Surrender 
the City of God. But before that comes it is 
poſſible that the Throat that belch'd out this 
Naſty Ionfolence, may be ftopp'd with fſon.c- 
thing Which it cannot ſwallow, 

11. Befides rheie are ſome Paſſages in the 
Declaration, which in Conſcience we carnoc 
Read to our People, though it te in the Kings 
Name ; for among othe:s we ar#@to Read theſe 
\Vords: WE cannot but heartily wiſh-as will 
e.ifily be believed, that all the Peo; le of our Ds- 
minions were Members of the C:tholick Church. 
Our People know too well the Epghſh of this, 
and could not but be ſtrangly ſurpriz'd to hear 
us tell them, that it would be an acceptable 
thing to the King, that they ſhould leave "the 
Truth and our Rm and turn Papifts. 
The Wiſh of a King when ſolemnly Declared, 
is no hght inſignificant thing, but has real in- 
fluence and effect upon the minds of Men; Tt 
was but a Wiſh of #Hemry the Second that cut 
oft 1homas Becket then Archbiſhop of Canter- 
bury. Ccuncils and Courts of Jultice too of- 
ten bend to a Kings Wiſhes, though againſt 
their own Inclinations, as well as againlt their 
Rule : And can we 1magin that they can have 
no force at all upon the common people? there- 
fore we cannot in Conſcience pgonounce thele 
words in the Ears of the People whoſe Souls 
are committed to our Charge. For we ſhould 
hereby lay a ſnare before them, and become 
their Tempters inſtead of being their Inſtru- 
Gters ; and 1n very fair and reaſonable conſtru- 
&tion we ſhall be underſtood to ſollicite them 
to Apoſtacy, to leave the Truth of the Golpe|, 
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&r Fabtes, and the miſtakes of men ; a realo- 
able and decent Worſhip, for Superſtition 
and Idolatry ; a true Chriſtian Liberty, for the 
moſt intolerable Bondage both of foul and 
vcdv, If any Will forſake our Doctrine and 
Ellowitnp, which yet is not ours but Chriſts, 
at their own peril be it : But as for us, We 
are icfolv'd by the grace of God, to lay no 
{umbling block in their way, nor to be acce!= 
{ary to their ruin, that we may be able to de- 
clare our —_— with S. Paul, That w- are 
pure from the blood of all men. 

IH. In the next place, We are to declare 
in the Kings name, That from henceforth the 
Ex cution of all, and all manner of Penal Ls, 
m matters Eccleſiaſtical, for not comp to 
Clarch, or not receiving the Sacrament, or for 
any other Nonconformity to the Re 1gion ſta- 
b:ſhned, or for, or by reaſen of the exerciſe of 
R linim, in any marner whatſ ever, be immed:- 
at'y Suſpended, and the farther Execution of the 
14 Ienal Laws, and every of them 1s hereby 
Su/ber.ded, What ! 1, and all manner of Laws 
n m. tters Eccleſiaſtical? What the Laws 
;o4init Fornication, Adultery, Inceit > for 
thele are in Ecclefaitical matters. What ! All 
Laws againſt Blaſphemy, Prophaneſs, open de- 
1600 of Chriſtian Religion? Yet theſe crimes 
ae puniſhable by no other Laws here, than 
\uch as have been made in favour of the Efta- 
bliſhzd Religion : How ſhall the Lords day 
be cbſerv'd > What ſhall hinder covetous men 
to Plow and Cart, and follow their ſeveral 
Trades upon that day? fince all rhe Laws, that 
ſecure this obſervance, & outward countenance 
of reſpe&t to the Chriſtian Religion, are by 
this general expreſſion laid aſide : Beſides thele 
words, for not coming to Church, or not receiving 
the Sacrament, or for any other Nonconformity 
to the Religion Eſtabliſhed, cannot 1n Conlſct- 
ence be read by us in our Churches, tecauſe 
they may be a temptation to young unguided 
people to neglect all manner of Religious Wor- 
ſhip, and give them occaſion of depriving 
themſelves of ſuch opportunities of grace and 
lalvation, as theſe Penal Laws did often ob- 
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lige them to uſe. For being diſcharp'd atter- 
dance on our Service, they are left at liberty 
to be of any Religion or none at all: Nay 
Chriſtian Religion is by theſe general terms 
left at diſcretion, as well as the Church of 
England. For men may forſake us to become 
Jews or Mahometans, or Pagan Idolaters, as 
well as to be Papiſts or Diſſerteis, for any 
Care taken in this Declaration to preyent it. 
And even of ſuch as ptetend to be Chriſtians, 
there either are or may be ſuch Blaſphemous 
Sects, fo diſhonourable to our Common Lord 
and Maſter, as are incapable of all publick en- 
couragement and allowance ; for that would 
1nvoive the Goveinment in the Imputation of 
thoſe Blaſphemies, and the whole Nation in 
that cu:ſe and venge:nce of God, which ſuch 
provocations may extoit. Whetefore it 1s not 
out of any unreaſonable; opinion of our ſelves, 
nor difafteftion to Proteſtant Diſſcnters that 
we refuſe to publiſh this Indulgence, but out 
of a tender care of the Souls committed to us, 


eſpecially'thoſe of the weaker ſoit, to whom 


we dare not propoſe an Invitation to Popery, 
and much leis any thing that may give counte- 
nance or encouragement to Irreligion. It is 
ſaid indeed, that we are not required to ap- 
prove but to read it; To this Sir, you have 
very well anſwer'd, that Reading was Teach- 


ing it, or if it be not ſo 0p; oe the nature /, 


of the thing ; yet 1n-common Conſtruction, I 
am affraid it would have been ſo under- 
flood. But we do not ſtand in need of this 
Excuſe, for if there ke any paſſages in it, that 
ae plain temptations to Popery or Licentiouſ- 
nels ; it cannot conſiſt with our duty either 
to God or the Church to Read them before 
our People. 

As for the Diſpenſing Power, and the 


Oaths and Teſts required to qualifie men for 


Othces Military and Civil, I muſt leave them 
to the Conſideration of thoſe who are nearer 
concern'd, and therefore reaſonably preſum'd 
to underſtand them better. Nor dol envy his 
Majeſty the ufe of his Popiſh Subjects, though 
1 do not. know what ſervice they may be 

| capable 
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capable of doing more than other men. This 


Nation has for lome time made hard ſhift to 


ſubſift without much of their aid, and againſt 
the wrlls of ſeveral of them : but now they 
are become the only neceſſary men, and ſeem 
to want nothing but Number to fill all places 
Military and Civil 1n the Kingdom. ; 1n the 
mean time the Odjouſneſs of their Perſons, 
and the Infolence of their Behaviour with 
their way of menacing of ſtrange things, makes 
jome abatement of the merit of their ſervice. 


Laſtly, The reſpect which we have for His 
Majeſties Service, will not permit us to Read 
the Appendix to the Declaration : Where the 
flower of the Nobility and Gentry of this 
Kingdom are ſomething hardly reflefted on, as 
Perſons that will not contribute to the peace ond 
boi:our of the Nation ; Becaule they would 


not conſent to the taking away the Lay; 
againſt Papiſts, that they may be put into , 
Condition to give us Laws. The Perſons 

reflected on, We know to be the chief 
Ability and Intereſt, and Inclination to fer 
the King, and therefore cannot do His Maje, 
ſy that diflervice as to be Publiſhers of their 
diſgrace, and make our ſelves the Inſtrumeng 
of alienating from His Majeſty the Aﬀettions 
of his beſt Subjects. Nay we find in our 
ſelves a ſtrange difficulty to believe that this 
could come ah His Majeſty, who has expe. 
rienc'd their faithfulneſs upon fo many .and 
prefling Occaſions. This fgould not well 
proceed from any but a Stranger to thoſe Ho. 
nourable Perſons, and the Nation, - and a prez- 
ter Stranger to ſhame and good manners ; and 
what have We to do to Publiſh the. Vencm 
and V ulency of a Jeſuit ? | 
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